DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
These are the things I feared from the foreign policy which
British Governments have actually pursued, though never
admitted, in the six years since Hitler came to power. I fear them
still if this policy is further pursued — and why should it not be
further pursued? Spain is next on the list, Czechoslovakia, by the
time you read this book, will be in complete vassalage, new
patients, Hungary, Rumania, Poland, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria,
will be assembling in the dentist's waiting-room.
In England the same group of people who have fathered this
policy seem to be preparing the way for its inevitable child —
some form of disguised Fascism in England. They will be telling
you that 'democracy has failed'. It has not failed. They have let
you down. They have failed you.
If England had been told the facts, a national response to any
summons would have been forthcoming. You saw this — in the
Abyssinian episode. There the call was uttered, the nation-wide
response came, immediately. A few days later the whole thing
proved to have been an election-winning trick, and the spirit of
England collapsed like a pricked balloon.
The same trick has been played again and again. First, for
years, you were never told the truth about German and Italian
rearmament. The truth 'might have lost an election'. Then you
were told of gigantic rearmament programmes, given strato-
spheric figures of their cost. When the crisis came there were no
armaments. What has happened to that money?
Repeatedly you were told that the British Government held this
view on that particular issue of foreign policy. When the crisis
came a diametrically opposed course was taken, the particular
issue was written off in the foreign policy ledger with the entry,
'We deplore the methods used'. Spain — estrict impartiality3,
"non-intervention5 and the like. Now you are told 'Signor
Mussolini has always made* it clear that he is not prepared to
tolerate the defeat of General Franco', and, in the same breath,
'Herr Hitler and Signor Mussolini assured us at Munich that they
had no intention of setting up a Fascist state in Spain'.
Do you believe even this one?
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